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A pain in the neck,
and then some

The debate over an ergonomics standard

BY AMANDA SPAKE

onda Aaron, 23, began her career
in chicken processing at the

Cagle's—Keystone plaatin Albany,

Ky‘, in Mnjr 1999. She was as-
signed to “salvage,” where, she says, “you
just cut up birds continually.” Within
months, her right hand and wrist hurt—
at work,-at home, even while she slept
at night. The company nurse didgnosed
Aaron's condition s carpal tunnel syn-

X2

industiy average” Rut in either case, Aaron.
and many like her have became statis-
tics in an eight-year war over whether gav-
ernment should adopt a comprehensive
crgonomics standard to protect warkers
from repetitive motion and muscu-
loskeletal disorders on the job. This week
in Washingron, public hearin ss begin
on the Occnpational Safety and Health'
Administration’s proposed rules, which
would require about 1.9 million work sites
1o adopt ergonomics programs that in-




